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Plant 
cleanup 
moves 
ahead· 
The EPA :S on-site coordinator 
had been called away to deal 
with the anthmx contamina­
tion in ~Vashington. 

By At,tANDf,1 C;DJ\VlS 
1J1~ DIC/\TO~ TRUMBUU .• STAFF 

WARREN _:Jhecl!Wl~P'Of ~~Jor­
mu Mahonir,gside Power Plant: is 
inchi~ along:and offidillS SilY the 
city is in line for more federal mon-
ey. h . . ' k · T e cuy says remain mg wor . at 
the site !>hould cosr$571.000 and 10~ 
eludes filling the .basement .are.a with 
:sollt.:0ntaining asbesws, encapsulat• 
ing it in rhe b,uement, tearing do\11.<n 
above-ground !itrLictures, testing for 
contaminants and grading and seed-
ing the property. · 

Funding: City council agreed in 
January tO pay aboi..t $64,000 to Mc" 
C~be Engineering.1;,f Richfield for the 
work. The money comes from a 
$200,000 brownfield grant. 

It also agreed to rais;e the cap on 
projett expenditLlr~s.from $2.33 mil-
lion to about $3 m1fhon. · 

Dave Rcibison, city director of en­
gine~ring, said McCabe was autho­
rized this week to begin removing 
water from the flooded basement 
area and to notify the city which jobs 
will need to be bid out. 

Filling and encapsulating the base­
ment will begin soon, he said. 

The city expects to receive addi­
tional brownfield m<mey. and will 
seek other state and federal funds to 
help with the property, Robison said. 
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RQbison said .i priv.:ite coricern 1~ 

i1~teresr:ed in "p.artne-ring" with the 
city on the proJect. Officials h.t11e not 
named the interested party. 

Cleanup efforts: The city ~gan 
cleanup in March 1999 when two 
smokestacks were razed. Tt',e prop.. . 
erty, whkh siu: on~ 5-.a.(te site aJong ·1 
the Mahoning River, was vacant for 
manyyea;s.. 

The EPA took over management of 
rhe site when the discovery of cont­
aminants complil.4ted cleanup ef'-' 
fu,t~ ' 

PCBs, which are suspef..'ted cancer­
e.tusing agents, have been reduced 
,H che site to a level acceptable to the 
EPA . 

.Mark Durno, on-site coordi~tor 
for the E.PA's Cleveland office, said 
the agency is investigating to see 
who's responsible for the con~i~ 
n.i~ion. · 

The extent of PC.Ss was a surprise 
that caused a "major roadblock" and 
delayed remediation, Dumo said, 
and cleanup rid the property of .all 
conc.mination th~ could pose an 
imminent thra.t to h.uman health 
and the environment, including the 
Mahoning River. 

Dumo and Mick Hans, spokesman 
for the EPA's Chicago office, said dur~ 
ing a ptione conference Thursday 
that Mahoningsidewas a "time•crit~ 
ical" projeCl that ~eguired deanup of 
contaminants withao six months of 
discovery. . 

Delay. Dumo's work on Mahon• 
ingside and other projects was put 
off when h@was called to W.asrung• 
ton, D.C., for emergen~ re~nse at 
the Ha.rt :Sena~ Building, where an­
thrax was discovered. 

Hans, who went to New York after 
Sept. lt to help out in the E?A press 

. off'lC~, ~d the agenc.y has had to pri­
oritize projects .around rhe tragedy. 

Redevelopment pl.ans: for Mahon~ · 
ingside could include commercial 
structures or a th.••in to the tlty'i 
nearby Riverwalk project, which will 
include itaths, an outdoor · am­
phitheate, and festival grounds. 

Grass should be growing on the 
site by summer, Robison said. 
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Pre-~ident Bu:,h h-s annoum:ed 
Chat his fiscal year 2003 bUdget wm 
double the fund~ available tnrough 
the Envirollmental Protection 
A~ency from S98 million to 5200 
million to help with brownfield sites. 

PosUt" F~ Note 

The budget also includes $25 mil­
lion for urban redevelopment and 
brownfield cle,mup through the De~ 
partment of Hou:iing.and Urban De~ 
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